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Miss Honey, played by Lily Holmes, hugs Matilda.

Welcome Home, Matilda
Revival of Boone
brings musical
back to campus

BY CAROLINE HELM
NEWS WRITER

This year’s Homecoming 
Musical, Matilda, will re-
turn to campus after years 
of downtown performances 
at the Abilene Convention 
Center. The musical will 
be in the revitalized Cullen 
Auditorium, now known as 
the Boone Theatre.

Boone Family Theatre 
has undergone a complete 
makeover with a new lob-
by and revamped theatre. 
This transformation sets the 
stage for Matilda the Mu-
sical for this Homecoming 
season.

Heading the creative en-
semble is Joey Banks, an as-
sistant professor from Aus-
tin. With his direction, he 
promises to infuse new life 
into the production.

“The talent, both on 
stage and off, highlights 
the fact that ACU theatre 
program is one of the best 
in the state of Texas,” Banks 
said.  

Eric Pitney, assistant 
professor of theatre, is in 
charge of lights, scenery and 
costumes for this year’s mu-
sical. Catherine Baumgard-
ner, assistant professor of 
theatre, has spearheaded 
the creation of outfits from 
scratch.

Along with costumes 
and set, Lily Balogh, art-
ist-in-residence, has made a 
special effort to help choreo-
graph the production, de-
spite residing in Lubbock. 
As a former dancer with 
the New York City Ballet, 
her contribution promises 
to elevate the show’s dance 
sequences to a new level.

 “Dr. Steven Ward brings 
excellence to our produc-
tion as conductor, and Dr. 
Chris Hollingsworth brings 
magic to the stage with 
his musical direction. Big 
thank you to Dr. Schubert 
and the administration. We 
are so grateful for this beau-
tiful new theatre space.”

A student rush price of 
$15 will be available, and 
the box office opens a few 
hours before each perfor-
mance. The showtimes are 
as follows: Oct. 12-14 at 8 
p.m. and Oct. 15 at 2 p.m. 
Full-price tickets are avail-
able for $45.

To avoid long lines, be 
sure to arrive early, as there 
will not be open seating. 
Tickets can be purchased 
online, by phone, or by vis-
iting the box office.
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Mrs. Phelps, played by Courtney String, listens to Matilda’s story.
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Matilda, played by Bee Peyton, holds a birthday cake.
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Upperclassmen taunt new student, Nigel, played by CJ Rosado.
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Ashton Taylor and Ella Perry perform as acrobats in a story.
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Children dress up as their favorite character for a birthday party.
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Matilda, played by Bee Peyton, reads a book next to her bed.
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Students stick their heads out of the set pieces to sing along with 

Miss Honey.
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Lavender, played by Chloe Munson, celebrates a wrong answer.
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Bruce, played by Taylor Herndon, prepares to eat an 

entire chocolate cake.
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We are beyond 
thrilled to return 

home for our 2023 
Homecoming 

Musical. This show 
is a family-friendly 
joy ride filled with 
heartfelt moments 

that will warm 
your heart. Audi-

ences are in for an 
evening of delight-
ful entertainment”

“


