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n The dot over the lowercase ver-
sions of the letters i and j is known 
as a tittle.

n There are clocks to tell us the 
time, and then there’s the Shortlife 
clock, which tells us how long we 
have left to live. No, it’s not perfect, 
but it does estimate a person’s re-
maining longevity based on World 
Health Organization data.

n “The Lord of the Rings” movie 
trilogy was nominated for an as-
tounding 800 awards, of which it re-
ceived 475, making it the most-award-
ed series in cinema history.

n One of the most critical issues 
with AI is that even its creators can’t 
understand some of the decisions the 
software makes, or why.

n Do you like apples? Then you’ll 
likely appreciate the efforts of Tom 

Brown and his decades-long quest to 
track, collect and preserve forgotten 
varieties of the fruit. Brown has dis-
covered more than 1,200 types, in-
cluding some with rare flavors such 
as banana and pineapple.

n The Sinocyclocheilus longicor-
nus fish, discovered in a remote cave 
system by Chinese scientists, has a 
unicorn-like horn.

n In 1924, Babe Ruth accidental-
ly ran headlong into a concrete wall 
during a game between the New York 
Yankees and the Washington Sena-
tors, knocking himself out cold for 
a full five minutes. Upon regaining 
consciousness, he not only finished 
the game but scored two more hits 
and went on to play a second game 
afterward.

n More than 200 viruses can result 
in the common cold. Kerchoo!

n Camp Bonifas, near the Korean 
Demilitarized Zone, has a par-three, 
one-hole golf course on it that is sur-
rounded on three sides by landmines. 
As one might well expect, it has been 
dubbed “The Most Dangerous Hole 
in Golf.”

• Kite flying is an official sport in 
Thailand.

• It’s not unusual to cry at weddings, 
but in certain parts of China, weeping is 
a required part of preparation for the big 
day. A month before they tie the knot, 
Tujia brides will cry for one hour each 
day. Ten days in, they’re joined by their 
mothers; ten days after that, grand-
mothers, and eventually other female 
family members. The practice is said to 
date to China’s Warring States era when 
the mother of a Zhao princess broke 
down in tears at her wedding.

• The Chinese soft-shelled turtle uri-
nates from its mouth.

• Fashion designer Michael Kors’ first 
project was a redesign of his own moth-
er’s wedding dress, at her second mar-
riage. He was 5 years old at the time.

• Too much sunlight can damage the 
algae that live inside shallow-water 
coral and are the main source of its 
sustenance. To protect this algae, the 
corals fluoresce, creating proteins that 
essentially serve as a sunscreen.

• The Greek national anthem consists 
of 158 verses.

• We all know hiccups can be annoy-
ing, but at least they tend to pass quick-
ly — unless you were Charles Osborne, 
who began hiccupping in 1922 after a 
fall while attempting to weigh a hog 
before slaughtering it, and continued 
doing so for a total of 68 years. That’s 
an estimated 430 million hiccups!

• Leeches have a brain in each of 
their 32 body segments.

• Looking to expand your ice-cream 
palate? Masiwa, a cafe chain in South 
Korea, offers a black-hued, squid 
ink-flavored version, served in glasses 
with an octopus mascot.

***
Thought for the Day: “The path of 

peace is not a passive journey. It takes 
incredible strength not to open a can of 
‘whoop-ass,’ justifiably, when one’s 
button is pushed.” — T. F. Hodge
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