=8 The Shorthorn’s Approach to Social Media

Prepared by The Shorthorn staft




Introduction

Social media has become a vital reporting tool, evolving into a first-stop resource
for UTA and the Arlington community.

The Shorthorn welcomed a complete social media redesign to engage readers
with a balance of eye-catching visuals and reporting.

As hazardous snow conditions shut down our university from Jan. 30 to Feb. 3,
our university decided on closures by day. We gathered information using our
social media platforms to share breaking news updated with students on campus
closures while also sharing tips for the storms. This also helps us engaging with
our readers.

See some examples of our work this year, our redesign and read about our strategies.
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Templates

Properties Pages ¢ CC Libraries

We created a consistent Adobe style
library of colors, logos, templates and

(o}

v a fonts for all posts.

< SHORTHORN

For specialty sections and breaking news
posts, we have different templates from
our daily posts.

A large headline draws users in,
alongside a clip of information to quickly
inform readers before the full story was
released on both our feed and stories
with links.
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BREAKING NEWS

Gov. Greg Abbott has signed
Senate bills 17 and 18

Senate Bill 17 bans Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion campus offices and bars universities
from hiring based on race, sex, color or
ethnicity. Senate Bill 18 codifies and requires
faculty tenure at universities.

utashorthorn

utashorthorn Edited - 26w

BREAKING: Gov. Greg Abbott has signed
Senate bills 17 and 18, restricting
university Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
programs and codifying faculty tenure.

Senate Bill 17 bans Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion campus offices and bars
universities from hiring based on race,
sex, color or ethnicity. The law follows
months of debate and controversy, but
notably will not affect class instruction
or student organizations.

Students protested the bill last
semester, calling for UTA to protect DEI.
Leadership sent an email to staff

Boost post
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EED 360 likes

June 14

Add a comment...

Political Science Department
chair 1‘esi1gns following

Israel-Palestine Q&A?allout

Morgan Marietta resigned from the position
on Oct. 25, saying the university attempted
to halt academic freedom in response to the
department’s recent controversial Q&A.

Click to view full posts.
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lutashorthorn Morgan Marietta announced he

was stepping down from his position as chair of

the Political Science Department in an email to
university leaders and the department on Oct.

The move came nearly a week after the
department held a Q&A about the confiict in
Israel and Palestine, which Marietta moderated.
The discussion saw shouting and some
attendees cursing at faculty and each other.

The College of Liberal Arts later wrote to him
that the Pol
schedule ev
and it must
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Political Science

Department chair
igns following

Israel-Palestine Q

fallout

View our post for more information
or click the link to read the story.

@ READ MORE

following up with full stories.

BREAKING NEWS —
Student Body vice El
president resigns before
impeachment procedures

\I*

Our biggest stories of the year were
broken on our socials, from Instagram,
Twitter and Facebook, with templates,
allowing for posts to be published as
soon as possible. Breaking news posts
shared snip bits of information before
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utashorthorn Andre Clay, former Student Body
vice president, has stepped down from his
position, a Student Government spokesperson
confirmed Monday.

Clay, a political science junior, faced upcoming
impeachment procedu ich the
government announced to senators at its last
senate meeting Sept. 19.

After the announcement, Angel Hernandez,
Speaker of the Senate, was set to schedule a
special session for an impeachment hearing.

Clay's letter of resignation came by Friday
evening, press secretary Alejandro Sanchez
said.

The reason for impeachment was not made
public, and the organization has since dropped

are attempts to halt academic
freedom. A university spokesperson said
COLA's guidance aims to create a “positive
educational experience for studen
in spirited debate on all topics."

Click the link in our bio to read the full story.
Boost post
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the procedures.
Click the link in our bio to read more.
(/: @shawlings)
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announced by the Student Government Sept. 19. A
Student Government spokesperson confirmed Monday
that he stepped down from his position.



https://www.instagram.com/p/CzB9tAcuRZ0/
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CxtkdKSuTss/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CxtkdKSuTss/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CtfKAS7OW5Q/
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General Breaking News

The night before a
Palestine protest, we
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have
photojournalists tell
the story through
reels.

Instagram stories
TRt and Reels became

UTA’s Students for Justice in Palestine : S

gathered for a walkout and protest Thursday. ' e S Vital Storytellin g

' tools. We gather and

quickly share

: information with
Palcstme will never die.”

both visuals and text.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E9hgrYkUjMBvorazxXmIZoZduE3BGekf/view?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzcdU58uy1T/

NEWS
~ Seni ward Star
Monday she had en
portal, reversing her decision over four S doriis 3 ERERR
months ago to return to UTA

with the p:
e . [l UTA Police has identified a
e areplacement. e .
T on of Interest 1in a se
ecent crimes

These offenses occurred July 8-11 at
Centennial Court Apartments, which include
a criminal trespass in which a person was
arrested, a motor vehicle theft, an apartment
burglary and two vehicle burglaries.

smoker.

Because we’re a student publication, we sometimes don’t have enough resources for a
full breaking news article. So, we turned to social media for information slides.

resume in October.
This would've chipped aw

student debt held by over
45 million borrowers.

STUDENT DEBT
Supreme Court rejects
Biden administration’s $430
billion student debt relief
plan in 6-8 vote

Sept. 30, 2024.

Click to view full posts.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cvp408yuwsI/?img_index=1
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Snow Storm - Instagram

Crowdsourcing — We’ve invited users to contribute to our coverage by sharing
their content on both our stories and feed.

Announcement Posts — As the university released information, our team created
breaking news posts highlighting the closures. When we gathered more
information, we were able to follow up with online stories.

Reels — As we’ve grown our reels content, we've garnered thousands of views
over the course of the week
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Share your snow and *

ice pictures from all

over Texas! T

=
<

DM us your winter weather
photos, and we will share them!

X

We asked to see your
icy pictures from the

recent freeze @

Taken by
@pranali.khose
at UTA

Here were some of the photos

we received!

Taken by
Bethany Bland
in Ennis

Taken by @roniibolanos_ in Dallas.

Due to inclement weather, UTA
in-person events and classes will
be canceled or virtual through

Tuesday.

Stay tuned for more weathenr updates

from The Shorthorn.

Click to view full posts.

BREAKING: UTA has extended remote
learning and working through Friday

4

}j January 30 9:43AM
Tarrant county is
under a winter storm
warning now through
Wednesday.

& LEARN MORE

“# January 31 12:14PM X

Tips for staying warm
and driving safe in
winter weather.

o

=

Icy conditions are expected
throughout the Metroplex.
Here are tips to keep yourself
safe and warm this week.

>>>

@ LINK

This information is from an article published
by The Shorthorn in February 2022.

The views

weather Tuesday



https://www.instagram.com/p/CoFWx-TOa5D/?next=%2F
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https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoISGERNM5R/?next=%2F
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoOGhrcOzkg/?next=%2F
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CoOGhrcOzkg/?next=%2F

Snow Storm - Twitter

Twitter is our go-to for immediate breaking news posts. We use
threads to update students and the Arlington community with
information and follow-up stories as soon as possible.

Throughout the snow storm, we communicated with the university to
received email embargos about class cancellations. This gave us time
to write, edit, design and release information on our platforms around
the same time when the university publicly announced cancellations.

We cross-promoted crowdsourcing polls alongside a thread to share
fun activities to do during the storm.
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}:,- The Shorthorn Shol Promote
Breaking:

UTA has extended in-person event cancellations through Thursday. The
university will continue remote learning and working through Thursday.
Select buildings and dining services will remain open for students on
campus.

Story to come.

oF The shgnhorn

Are you stuck inside and bored during this winter weather? Here are
some activities to do while inside! 3k [#

3,276

The Shorthorn Shor T 1
Take this time to reset. Cleaning can give the body something to do while
there is nothing to do. ¢

The Shorthorn r
Pick up a new hobby, draw, palnt or read abook. M

The Shorthorn T 1
Try redecorating or rearvanglng your room. Moving things around can give
your space a new and welcoming feeling.

The Shorthorn 1
We are three weeks into the semester. Get ahead on your assignments
before classes begin in person again. .

The Shorthorn
Lastly, relax. College can be overwhelming. Balancing work, class,
homework, social life and everything in between is difficult. Use this time
at home to put on your favorite movie, binge-watch a new series or listen
to music. Stay safe!

The Shorthorn D
Share your snow and ice pxclures from all over Texas! Comment or DM us

with your winter weather photos, and we will share them with our readers.

Be sure to tell us where the photo was taken! 3§

ot The Shonhorn

The men's basketball game tonight at 7 p.m. against Tarleton State
University is still on. Officials will continue to monitor the weather
conditions for any updates. [

The Shorthorn

UTA has extended vmual Iearnlngand working through Thursday. All
classes will remain online if feasible, and employees will work remotely
unless the position is required to stay on campus.

g'shorthom.com

The Shorthorn r

The men's basketball game at 7 p.m. tonight against Tarleton and the
women's basketball game at 11:30 a.m. Thursday against Southern Utah
have been postponed. UTA is working to reschedule these games.

% The Shorthorn

The men's basketball game tonight at 7 p.m. against Tarleton State
University is still on. Officials will continue to monitor the weather
conditions for any updates. [

ow.ly/FK3650MGaNi

The Shorthorn \ ] 0 Promote
Breaking:

UTA will resume normal operations at 8 a.m. Friday.

Story to come.

The Shorthorn rorthorn Promote

UTA will resume normal operations 8 a.m. Friday. The university has been
in a virtual modality since 3 p.m. Monday.
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The Shorthorn @UT orthc eb Promote
With snow and ice across the Metroplex and classes moving online,

students took the opportunity to make memories. For many, this was their

first experience with snow. 3 [

The Shorthorn TASh n-Feb3 Promote
Updated 7:30 a.m.: In a change from the university’s previous

announcement, UTA sent a MavAlert early this morning to announce that it

will continue with online classes and remote work throughout end of
Friday.
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Snow Storm - Facebook

Through the years, we’ve learned the best way to engage with our

different demographics through different platforms. Longer form

informational posts are more beneficial to our Facebook followers.

The Shorthorn Newspaper & vee
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The men's basketball game tonight at 7 p.m. against Tarleton and the women's basketball
game Thursday at 11:30 a.m. against Southern Utah have been postponed. UTA is working to
reschedule these games.

THESHORTHORN.COM

ketball games d due to winter freeze, Kid Days canceled
Both the men's and women's basketball games Wednesday and Thursday, respectively, ha...
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As weather worsens, Arlington has enacted various measures for residents' safety.

THESHORTHORN.COM
City of Arlington enacts winter weather measures
As weather and road conditions are expected to worsen over the next day, the city respond.
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e Vernon Carl Browning

Please watch the weather forecast because there's precipitation starting around
4 pm today on February Tst.

Therefore, making the commute for all students, faculty, and staff unsafe on
Thursday morning, February 2nd. ... See more
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The Shorthorn Newspaper @
February 3+ @

UTA will continue with online classes and remote work through end-of-Friday, Feb. 3, out of an
abundance of caution.

According to a MavAlert this morning, the university updated its previous announcement due
to refreezing overnight and colder-than-predicted temperatures.

The university has been working in a virtual modality since 3 p.m. Monday.

BREAKING: UTA has extended remote
learning and working through Friday
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Click to view full posts.
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Snow Storm - Newsletter

Every day, we used our breaking news newsletter template to share updates received from the
university.

On Thursday, the university decided to resume in person classes. However, the administration
reversed the decision at around 5 a.m. Friday. While staff members were asleep when the scheduled
newsletter was sent out at 6:30 a.m., we quickly corrected our mistakes before 8 a.m. by updating
our stories and sending out another breaking news newsletter to our readers.
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[BREAKING NEWS|
01/31/2023 AT WS
[BREAKING NEWS| BREAKING NEWS| [ERESRINGINEWS
02/03/2023
UTA extends campus closure, online class through 02/01/2023 02/02/2023
Wednesday . . . UTA to continue virtual learning and remote
UTA extends virtual learning and working until UTA will return to normal operations Friday operations through the end of Friday
end of Thursday

expected to improve, UTA wil

1 modality since 3 p.m. Monday.

afternoon.
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