OPINION

How do you

feel about the

short Thanksgiving break?

Blakely Brandt
General Studies

“I think it’s good, but I wish
we had a little longer to relax
and be with family. maybe
catch friends that come back in
town, without having to worry
about getting school caught up.
Enough time to not think about
school for a few days.”

Jacob Sullens
Business Administration

“The two day break for me is
just fine. It’s just a little over
a month until the Christmas
Break. Two days is plenty of
time to get the holiday weekend
accomplished.
Thankful my family is happy
and healthy this Thanksgiving
Holiday, and look forward to

I'm just

spending time.”

Kyle McCall
Chemistry

“We're supposed to be a
community
were segregated from the
community with our breaks.
We were informed that our
breaks
AISD and CISD, yet our fall
break did not, so for Thanks-
giving [’m not surprised how

college, yet

would align with

little of time I have to spend
with family and friends.”

It's more than a meal

ERIN BRINDLE
Editor-in-Chief

Thanksgiving is a celebra-
tion of everything we should
hold near and dear as a soci-
ety. While not an officially ob-
served by the U.S. until 1777,
the original Thanksgiving
of 1621 consisted of a three
day celebration between the
Wampanoag Tribe and Euro-
pean settlers after the Wampa-
noag helped the pilgrims to
survive in the harsh new world.

While relations between
Native Peoples and colonists
would greatly deteriorate in
the future, that does not ne-
gate the spirit of camarade-
rie and gratitude established
in that original celebration.

With inflation on the rise
and and uncertainty in the fu-
ture, it is vital to keep a holiday
reminding us of all we have to
be grateful for. Any hardship
can be weathered with help
of people around you and it is
important to be there for those
facing their own hardships.

Thanksgiving is more than
eating turkey and screaming at
a football game on television.
Don’t get me wrong, turkey
is great, especially with all the
fixings, but it is not the end-all
be-all of the holiday. With it

becoming more expensive to
simply exist, some people can’t
afford to enjoy a tryptophan
coma, but that does not mean
they should sit the holiday out.
If anything, Thanksgiving is
a celebration of hardship and

overcoming difficulties.

For those stuck in a rut,
giving thanks and holding
the good things life close to
heartis one of the best things
to do. We get so caught up
in our own lives and feel-
ings, we take the good,
solid aspects for granted.
We should not abandon our
annual reminder that our
lives, all things considered,
are pretty good. Life may
have suckerpunched us a
few too many times, but
we’ve made it another year.

In the hurried hypercapit-
ilast world we inhabit, a hol-
iday emphasizing gratitude
in overcoming hardship as a
community bears more rele-

vance now than ever before.
Thanksgiving’s

meal.

life special.

beauty
lies in its simplicity; Fami-
lies gathering to have a nice
It is simply a time to
enjoy the company of others
and express contentment with
the blessings in one’s life, par-
ticularly the people who make
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Black Friday farce falls flat

On Nov. 8, in the year of our
Lord 2023, Walmart inundated
the masses with their supposed
deals under the guise of Black
Friday. What used to be a cel-
ebrated brick and mortar blood
sport for the tenacious bargain
warriors has become nothing
more than a premature, milque-
toast Cyber Monday.

Gladiators braving the cold
waits and hot tempers of their
brethren have been replaced
by casual couch potatoes lei-
surely perusing the innerwebs
and happening across a mid-
dling markdown.

There is no longer a point
to having named delineated
days when the whole affair
has become an annual autum-
nal abomination of hokey hol-
iday hooliganism beginning
as soon as temperatures drop
below 80 degrees.

EDITORIAL

Black Friday is no different
from Cyber Monday, and both
have been rendered misnomers
as they have melded into a cor-
porate conglomeration cele-
brating consumerism that lasts
for months.

Amidst the hustle and bus-
tle of limited time offers and
flash deals, Thanksgiving is
on the verge of being eradicat-
ed by corporate terminators
whose mission is to seek out
and destroy any holiday that
stands between Christmas and
world domination.

With Thanksgiving being
reduced to a fraction of its for-
mer power, nothing stands be-
tween the onslaught of ad-
vertising screaming at the
populace to do their holiday
shopping now or they’ll ruin
Christmas for everyone and
make baby Jesus cry.

This farcical facade of con-
cern for the consumer is a per-
nicious pandering ploy playing
on the pressure to have holiday
plans signed, sealed and deliv-
ered in preceding July. In real-
ity, the weeks that lie between
Halloween and Thanksgiving
were meant to be the calm be-
fore the storm of all the hum-
bugging winter holidays.

A cessation of the border-
line biblical flood of festive
foolishness is necessary to
protect the miniscule minutia
of sincerity scarcely remain-
ing in the traditional celebra-
tions of the season.

For the love of all that is
good and holy, keep true to the
spirit of the season. Remain
strong against the unceasing
pressure to torpedo your sav-
ings account in the pursuit of
happy holidays.

Turkey, with a side of smallpox

LANCE HOOPER

Columnist

Thanksgiving - I’'m just
not a big fan. What are we
really celebrating? It’s that
one Holiday that has a lot of
hype, big build up, hours in
the kitchen, to end with ev-
eryone in a food coma by 2
p.m., and then everyone acts
surprised when the Cowboys
lose by 6 p.m. Of course, it’s
fun to gather with friends
and family, but I can do that
anytime throughout the year
without drunk Uncle Pete.

Is the one time we landed
on Plymouth Rock, invit-
ed the friendly Indigenous
neighbors over for dinner
and gifted them with blan-
kets laced with smallpox
cause for celebration? The
original dinner conversation
must have been like: “Hey,
we have big plans for the
neighborhood that don't in-
clude you, but we will even-
tually name a football team
after you and celebrate giv-
ing you smallpox with a hol-
iday called Thanksgiving.”

Fun, food, friends and
family, what could possibly
go wrong? Give me a quick
dine and dash at Cracker Bar-
rel with some choice family
members, minus the dry tur-
key, no giblets, add the chick-
en fried steak and cream gra-
vy and [’m golden.

Some of my reasons for
my take it or leave it, most-
ly leave it, unless pie is in-
volved attitude with Thanks-
giving include; stress and
pressure, family issues, di-
etary restrictions, pressure to
be grateful and finally trau-
matic association.

The stress and pressure of
cooking a large meal, it’s like
if Thanksgiving were a video
game it would be rated E for
“Extreme Kitchen Chaos.”

Then, there is the magic
of family issues, drunk Un-
cle Pete that can make fam-
ily dynamics interesting.

Like a Vegan at a barbecue,
there are going to be some
dietary restrictions and chal-
lenges arise via peanut or glu-
ten allergies and the ever-pop-
ular diabetes.

There is also a more se-
rious reason some may not
like the holiday because
it’s associated with a nega-
tive or traumatic event. Not
the time drunk Uncle Pete
asked his girlfriend, Cheryl,
to marry him and she said
“no,” but maybe the loss
of a loved one. Yes, I have
jokes, but it’s important to
recognize that people's feel-
ings toward Thanksgiving
can vary widely, and it’s
okay to have different per-
spectives on the holiday.

I think it’s important to
recognize what I don't en-
joy about the holiday and
make better decisions for
the Holiday, like a reserva-
tion at Cracker Barrel with
family conversations in the
gift shop, games at the ta-
ble while you wait for your
food, dessert and coffee
and you're done. Another
Thanksgiving on the books,
ladies and gentlemen, all
while drunk Uncle Pete was
at home confused at why
the Cowboys lost again. We
still love you, Pete.



